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The Church of the Assumption in the part of Kalinin beyond the Volga was
destroyed by the Germans. Now it is hurriedly being repaired by the
faithful.
In Staritsa, Kalinin region, the Germans occupied the functioning Ilinski
church, at first using it as a barracks, but afterwards turning it into a prison
for Red Army prisoners. They stole from the cupboards plate, crosses, gospels,
the baptism chest, marriage crowns, mitres, the tabernacles, etc,, making the
church useless for services. At their retreat from Staritsa the Germans tried to
burn down the church, but thanks to the measures taken by the parish priest,
they did not succeed in doing this.
Thirty-live kilometres from Staritsa along the Volokolamsk highway is
the village of Pervitino. In it the magnificent, well-built church, always open for
services, was turned into a stable by the Germans. According to statements
by the clergy of Staritsa and by believers, the Germans behaved exceptionally
shamefully in the villages of Michkovo, Stepurino, Gurevo, Pervitino,
Ulyanovskoe, Kalitsino and Latoshino. Little remained of the church in the
village of Michkevo, which lies twenty kilometres from Staritsa, after the
Germans had been masters there.
Witnesses told me that in the town of Klin, Moscow region, the Germans
broke the locks of the functioning Skorbyaschenskaya church, robbed it, broke
into the altar wearing hats, and levelled revolvers at the woman cleaner.
The Germans behaved themselves just as rapaciously and sacrilegeously in
the church of the village of Zavidovo, Kalinin region. According to the
statements of believers, without taking off their hats, they passed through the
church, sometimes straight through the altar gates, taking candles for their own
requirements, mocking at the holy ikons, and thus offending by such means the
feelings of believers.
The parish priest of Solnechnogorsk, N. Uspenski, wrote to me about such
activities of the Germans :
"The Germans smashed the locks of the church, went through the church
wearing hats, smoked, arrayed themselves in the vestments, uprooted every-
thing in the church like thieves, stole candles, the ornaments on the
chandeliers, took two altar-cloths and crosses.5*
The priest in charge of the Pokrovskaya church in Volokolamsk, Archpriest
George Zelnitsky, reports that the Germans went into the church with caps on,
and the officers even with cigars in their mouths. During the priest's absence
from the church, a silver aumbry and the priest's warm fur jacket were stolen.
All the best vestments were also taken. The Germans killed, on some pretence
or other, the churchwarden of this church. They killed his young daughter and
eight-months-old grand-daughter with him.
Being accustomed to burn in their own towns piles of anti-fascist books
which they do not like, the Germans made the same sort of pile from church-
service books near the church of the village Ilinsky Pogost, Solnechnogorsk
District, Moscow region.
N. Uspensky, archpriest of the parish church of St. Nicholas, Solnechnogorsk,
reports that the Germans on their arrival went up to the church and threw a
grenade into the shelter beneath it. At the time there were many people in this
shelter, among them quite a lot of children. Committing barbarous and
sacrilegious acts against the Church, the Germans and their pastors pharisaically